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HPS I.AXP PROBLEM
llii' Congress to amend t lie land laws

of the territory and a commission of territorial law-make- rs is to po to

Washington to t.u-- li this and other measure. What they will accom-

plish is' of course uncertain; hut it is reasonahly sure that they will

not settle the land (jiiiMimi in Hawaii.
The land que-tio- n of Hawaii is more than simply the disposing to

test a.Uai.tage of the lands owned the territory. It is true a lot

of persons do think that that is all there is to he solved. I'.ut it isn't.

When every acre of public land in the Islands is in the hands of
? private , Hawaii vill still have her land .juestion. And it may

even he more vital then than it seems today.
Let us look at the tacts. The total amount of agricultural lands

of alt 'classes owned bv the territory is today about 50,000 acres. What
does thi mean r Well. l'r one thing it means that if every acre of

this land were cut up into homestead lots averaging 50 acres each, it

would provide for but 1000 families, or, counting 5 to a family,
would furnish homes for only 5000 individuals. And if these
families were the choicest to be found in the whole world, it could not
materially change conditions in the Islands.

It were foolish to expect too much from homesteading. Indeed
it seems that entirely too much stress has been laid on homesteading
bv nearly everyone who has attempted to wrestle with Hawaii's social
and economic problems. If instead of seeking to get rid of such lands
as the territory still possesses, we should abbandon such an idea once
and for all, we might be on the road to better results.

Of the 50.000 acres of tillable lands owned by the territory, some
30,000 acres is classed as cane lands. Now, it more than doubtful
whether this cane land should ever tie h.Hmestcaded, for the reason that
it probably could, never be made to yield its fullest return if tilled by

a multitude of individual owners.
If this seems a brief in favor of our present plantation system and

against the small land owner in Hawaii, it is and it isn't.
It is hard to believe that were all the sugar lands ever cut up into

small holdings, the result in tons of sugar produced would be what it

now is. If it Would not, it would be an economic waste and therefore
wrong. It remains yet to be demonstrated that growing sugar on a

small farm basis can ever cope with the big unit system under scientific
management. The probabilitv that it will ever be so demonstrated
veems remote. The evidence now points exactly the other way.

But this applies to only the sugar lands to the one big, dominat-

ing, centralized and highly specialized industry of Hawaii. It does not
apply to the many times larger area of other kinds of lands lands
sufficient, were they properly utilized, to sustain in comfort a popula-

tion several times as large as the territory now has.
Nor does it argue in favor of a tenant and landlord system. No

nation has ever reached a very high plane on such a basis. It has in

fact been the cause of untold misery and injustice throughout the his-

tory of the world. To develop the highest type of citizen a man must
be anchored to the soil by a home that is his very own. It is an old
saying that no man will fight to defend his boarding-hous- e, hut lie will
light for his home. The home is the foundation of a stable nation.

But the lands of Hawaii, whether cane lands or rtot, are not for
sale. They are not to be had by the nun who would make a home.
What wonder is it that the laborers of Hawaii toil from day to day
with their eyes fixed elsewhere, and dream of the day when they can
go elsewhere to seek a home which they may bequeath to their chil-

dren?
Now, the territory, in its 30,000 acres of cane land, does control

a very significant part of the cane area of the Islands possibly a sixth
to an eighth. Why should not the territory then use this land towards
upsetting the mistaken policy or habit of the sugar interests to hold or
control all land, whether of cane value or not? Why should it not for-

get, once and for all, about homesteading these sugar lands, and in-

stead lease, or perhaps even sell them outright to the corporations if,
as a part of the bargain an abandonment of land-hoggin- g as a fixed
lorporation policy could al.--n be included?

This might not be so difficult as it would seem. Thousands of
acres of lands on every island are now held by plantation companies,
that pay little if any adequate return, but which would make homes
of greater or less desirability for thousands of people. Such lands
should not lie given away, but should lie made available to those who
wished to buy at a fair valuation. They should go to furnish homes,
f.r the possibility of homes, for the workers of the Islands; and should
be looked upon by the present owners as an investment towards the
future labor supply of the territory.

This plan would mean the recognition of the plantation system as
developed in Hawaii as a sound economic development. It would
divorce sugar from a multitude of minor and not especially profitable
pursuits. It would furnish room for a real imputation to develop a
population having a deeper interest in Hawaii nei than a meal-ticke- t.

And it should go far to permanently solving the never yet solved labor
problem.

TAKING STOCK OF RESULTS
The question of whether or not the late legislature was the "worst

tver," as Speaker Holstein has declared, is now largely an academic-one- .

It makes little difference now whether it was or not. Nor could
a decision on the matter alter the fact that the Tenth Legislature did
enact some good legislation and did kill some that would have been
decidedly bad.

And it did this, moreover under the handicap of a lot of political
and demagogic wire-pullin- g that was the real cause of the burden of
reproach which has been heaped upon the body.

A lot of credit for the good results accomplished belongs to a few
strong men in both houses. It was their work and watchfulness that in
the main outweighed the skilled demagogy of Lorrin Andrews and the
drag of sluggish mentality on part of a considerable proportion of the
members ot the lower chamber. To them is due the credit for the
blue sky law, the farm loan act, the purchase of the Irwin estate, in-

crease m teachers' pay, the fish hatchery bill all measures which, if
not all that could be desired, are aimed in the right direction.

Nor should they be denied credit for killing the v icious amendment
to the workman's compensation law, proposed and cunningly fought for
by Andrews a measure that would have hamstrung one of the best
iavss enacted in the territory in recent years.

Naturally there is much to tie desired in the record, and the failure
of the foreign language schoo's bill, of woman suffrage, of reaportion-ment- ,

and some others doesn't leave a good taste. But now that it is
over it is but proper that we should take such satisfaction as we may
from what we really did (and did not) get, and like l'oliy Anna, la-gla-

it wasn't a whole lot worse.

Levi Joseph has withdrawn from the race for supervisor on ac-

count of the Attorney-General'- s opinion that a member of the legisla-

ture is ineligible to hold another office. This is to tie regretted. It
would have been extremely interesting to see how Maui voters would
look upon a candidate who had voted against woman suffrage and had
also violated a party pledge in doing so.
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WHEX WILSOX LOST THE LEAD
It begins to look as though the peculiar brand of egotism that

rrompts Woodrow Wilson to always play a lone hand, had finally trip-

ped him up. It may be that in this weakness will be found his fatal
vulnerability.

Unless there are a lot of modifying details which have yet not
come through to these Islands it is hard to see how the people of the
United States are to bear with equanimity our apparent abandonment
of perhaps the dearest principle of the American people that of the
rights of small and weak nations.

Perhaps we haven't abandoned this principle, but how else are we
to interpret the giving of Fiume to the Italians or the Shantung pro-
vince of China to Japan? It certainly looks as though we had sur-
rendered, and that without a struggle.

The galling thing about it is tlft' feeling that vc have been- - and
still are kept in the dark both as to motives and results. And
the humiliating suspicion now intrudes that Wilson has pitted him-
self against men shrewder than he in the game of diplomacy and has
lost.

When W ilson abandoned, as he most assuredly did abandon, the
very first one of his own famous "Fourteen Points," he lost his first
and strongest card. This Kiint declared for "Open covenants, open-
ly arrived at, after which there shall lie no private international under-
standings of any kind, lint diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and
in the public view."

There has been none of this since the very first sessions of the
' council of four," behind closed doors, began to gamble with the des-
tinies of the world.

An absolute censorship on correspondents in Paris lias kept the
world in the dark by preventing any stray items of news being sent
out. Correspondents and the press have been reduced to the plane of a
mere propaganda machine not to disseminate NEWS, but to mould
public sentiment. We have been fed half-truth- s, and then always with
an object in view.

The pity of it all is that America was in a position to virtually en-lor-

her principles of the league of nations. She had no ax to grind
when she demanded the right of for small peoples.
And all of the other powers did have. There was nothing selfish in
her attitude. She had proposed something, in a league designed to
make war impossible, that touched the greatest need of every nation
in Europe. Left to themselves they could not hope to realize it. With
the United States backing it, they could.

The United States could best of all afford to hold aloof. Her
isolation, her resources, and tier physical greatness make her immune
from the nightmare of sudden annihilation under which every European
ration must henceforth labor. And last and perhaps most potent of
all, we hold for the present the commercial and financial supremacy of
the world, and in no small sense may dictate through that power.

We were in a magnificent position to enforce altruistic doctrines
epon the world and demand that they be given a fair try out. But
we have lost our opportunity. We have allowed ourselves to be en-

tangled in a maze of intricate, old world diplomacy and intrigue. We
permitted ourselves to be inveigled into playing the other fellows' game
instead of insisting upon our own as we could have done, and made
it stick. We have played the part of Mr. lasy-Mar- k, in Europe's
confidence game.

Had Wilson from the start played with his cards upon the table,
with all America yes, with all Europe lined up behind him, he would
have won hands down. He held the trumps and did not need to play
t tic game. But he chose to play against his vest. And when he dis-

carded his first point, "open covenants, openly arrived at," he played
into his opponents' hands and filled from a cold deck.

America stilt holds a strong position hut she has sacrificed some
principles that must continue to lay our professed motives open to
suspicion or to contempt.

'A MATTER OF COMMUNITY PRIDE
It has come to be considered a matter of course that Maui should

accomplish whatever task she undertakes. But in reaching the goal
in the Victory Loan, perhaps ahead of any other part of the territory,
she has particular cause for pride. Oahu was still $300,000 below her
quota last night, not withstanding some $60,000 given her by Maui
and other sums received from both Kauai and Hawaii. It is expect-
ed she will make the summit today, however, and this will lie cause
for general congratulation.

The Islands' record stands out far and away ahead of the United
States as a whole, which up to last night had raised only a little over
three-fifth- s of the four and a half billion total. Whether the nation
will be able to make the top is now open to serious question; but that
Hawaii has done so, is all the more to tier credit under the

POLITICS AXD ILLICIT ROOZE
It is against the law to iive a drink of liquor to another. A good

many persons do not seem to knoiv this. But the law makes it as
much a crime to give away intoxicants as to make or to sell them. And
it is also against the law simply to carry liquor from one place to an-

other.
It may not be amiss just at this time, to call the attention of cer-

tain politicians to these facts. Unless rumors are without any founda-
tion whatever, at least one or two of the professional workers in the
local field, who have heretofore considered it a matter of duty to see
'hat the faithful voter was rewarded with at least a drink or two of
"square-face,- " have been contemplating a little okolehao or swipes this
year as a substitute. The police no doubt have a pretty good hunch
as to the probable truth of such rumors and will not be blind as election
day draws near.

SAFETY FIRST
The public utilities board, following an accident through which

three persons were electrocuted in Honolulu recently, has issued an
order requiring the Honolulu electric company to "ground" all of its
service transformers. This, experts claim, will reduce to a minimum
the possibility of a repetition of such tragedy.

It may tie that Maui's electric service systems are all that they
be in point of safety, but it would not seem unreasonable that

the utilities board should satisfy itself on this point, and at the same
time reassure the public. From past experience Wailuku at least, has
little reason to take anything for granted in connection with its electric
service.

77.1; TO GET BUSY
Now that the legislature has given Maui $10,000 for a permanent

territorial building for the Maui county fair, the way is made clear for
'lie realization of the plans of the Maui County Fair & Racing Asso-

ciation in ample measure. And it is high time to get busy. A loan
of $10,0'.X) has also been promised the association, and it ought not to
be very hard to raise the other $5000 which it is estimated w ill be need-

ed to put the Kahului grounds in shape. But if we are to have the
fair next fall that we have planned there is no time to dream over the
job.

I

Kauai claims to have been the first county in the territory to "go
over the top" in the Victory Loan, having readied her quota of $228,-00- 0

on Wednesday of last week. Perhaps she did technically. But
Maui had her $30,000 by Wednesday morning, only the local manam
ment was so afraid of checking the golden flood that they refused to
announce the figures. Maui's pretty hard to beat.

The big Territorial Fair in Honolulu is less than a month off and
it is not too soon for Maui people to be making up their minds about
t'oing. It is safe to say that no one can attend such a fair without be-

ing benefitted directly or indirectly. Make up your mind now to go
and don't chanee it. ..A-
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H A garment is never old
iij unless it looks old p

I You will be surprised at the newness and freshness of your gar- -

H ments when we return them to you.
Xs j)

I FRENCH LAUNDRY
I CEEANIV-DYKIXV-I..UXDKK- IN;

J. ABA DIE, Proprietor :: HONOLULU.
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ugar j . cts.
THE COMPANY A MAX KEEPS XOT ONLY
DETERMINES HIS CHARACTER I'.UT FRE-
QUENTLY DETERMINES HIS FORTUNE.
SEEK OUR ADVICE IX ALL FINANCIAL
MATTERS.

Kenry Waterhouss Trust Co., Ltd.
HONOLULU, T. II.

The steaming fragrance of
the cup of

MAM W-- HAMi

makes the whole meal appetizing
and enjoyable.

In the Red Package
at your Grocer's

'
DISTR-S'JTCE-

If you are not now receiving the REXAIX MONTHLY
MAGAZINE please send your name for mailing list.' The
Magazine has recently been enlarged, and improved by the
addition of stories by prominent writers and pictures of cur-

rent events.

THIS SERIVICE IS ABSOLUTELY FREE.

Benson, Smith & Co., Ltd.
SERVICE EVERY SECOND

The Rexall Store Box 426 Honolulu, T. H.

We are prepared
AT ANY TIME

to assist you
to secure

THE BEST PRICE
for your

LIBERTY BONDS
Do not sacrifice them to irresponsible buyers.

Last quotation $ 10.50 for S50.00 bond.
93.00 for 100.00 bond.

The Bank of Maui, Ltd.
Wailuku, l'aia, Lahuina.

When in Honoiuki
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slap at

EUROPEAN PL4

fell
Running water in every room; rooms
singly or with baths; cornlortable beds;
close best restaurants and ell car-line- s.

Highest class service.
Centrally located In the theatre and shopping centers.

J. F. CHILD, Proprietor
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